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20th August 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

As we prepare for the reopening of school on September 1st, there is a huge amount of 
preparation and planning involved as we try to ensure that our school is a safe, secure and 
healthy place for our children and staff alike. You are undoubted aware of the many issues 
that are being raised throughout the country and the different considerations that schools 
are being asked to take into account. We hope to address many of these in this letter and 
answer many of the questions that you may have. There is a lot of information in the pages 
ahead. Please bear with it and we hope you find the information clear and worthwhile. 

Opening and Morning Time:  

 The school will reopen for all children on Tuesday September 1st 2020 at 9am. 
 We are not proposing staggered opening times, there is one starting time for all 

classes. 
 Children will wait in their class groupings in the back yard. There will be new socially 

distanced lines prepared for them. They will also be assigned group colours within 
their class and will wait not only with their class, but with their assigned group.  

 No parents are allowed into the back yard.  
 Classes will be assigned a door for exit and entry to the yard, with no more than two 

class groups using any particular door. Morning entry will only be through the back 
doors. 

 For the first two weeks, we are putting a special scheme in place for the infant 
classes as they start and restart school. Details will be emailed to parents of Infants 
later in the week. 

 Bus children will be expected to walk directly from the bus to their lines and not to 
walk in groups or clusters. The rules of bus etiquette have been clearly laid out and 
will be implemented by the bus company. 

 As many children as possible who can walk or cycle are encouraged to do so. Please 
maintain good social distancing etiquette on the way, staying in family groups or 
class groups. 

 For all parents who accompany their children to school, we would ask that you ‘drop 
and go’. We are trying to prevent gatherings at the school gate and ask that all 
practice good social distancing as they come to school. This has not been a great 
problem in our school to date and we just ask that people are aware of others 
around them and give each other space. 

 A teacher will be at the gate each morning from 8.45 am and a teacher will be 
supervising the yard as we have done in the past year. Please remember that 8.45 
am is the earliest time children should be arriving at the school. The only exception 
to this is for bus children who arrive when the bus arrives. Supervision is from 8.45 
am only. 
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Evening time 

 Infants will continue to go home at 1.40pm and will be bought to the gate by their 
teachers at this time. (Junior Infants go home at 12 noon for the first two weeks) 

 We are planning to use staggered exit times at evening time for the older classes.  
 Sixth Class will be first out at 2.30 pm and each subsequent class will follow out at 2-

minute intervals until 1st class leave at 2.42pm. All classes will be out of the school 
building by 2.45 pm. 

 There will be designated waiting areas for both afterschool groups and for older 
children who are waiting for their siblings. Once family groups are ready, we will ask 
them to move on quickly. 

 All parents are asked to wait outside the gates. We also suggest that parents stay 
away from the gates or in their cars until their children’s classes are exiting. 

 We ask people to ‘pick and go’, that once families are ready that they leave as 
quickly as possible. 

 Again, we ask that people observe good social distancing and give each other space. 
We ask that people do not congregate in groups while waiting for their children. 

 There will be a teacher present at home time to ensure the exit of children runs as 
smoothly as possible.  

It will take a while to get this system working well and we ask for your co-operation and help 
in putting a good system in place. 

 

In School 

While in school, each class will be kept together in their own ‘bubble’. Inter class interaction 
will be completely minimized. For practical purposes, the two Senior Infant groups will be 
treated as one ‘bubble’. 

 Junior Classes (Junior Infants – 2nd Class) do not have to social distance. 
 Senior Classes (3rd Class – 6th Class) are required a social distance of 1 metre. 
 There will be staggered breaktimes. The Junior Classes will have their breaks at the 

same times and the Senior Classes will have their breaks at the same times. This way 
there will be no crossover between the classes that must social distance and those 
that do not have to. 

 However, children will only play within their class bubble and each class will have a 
separate designated area to play in. 

 All breaks will be in the back yard only at this time. 
 The Special Education Teachers will be organized on a Junior/Senior basis, again 

minimizing the possibility for inter class contact. 
 Children wear their uniforms to school. Please remember, summer uniform may be 

worn for the month of September, which hopefully will help with keeping uniforms 
clean for school 
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In Class 

In classes, teachers will be setting up groups or ‘pods’, especially in the Senior Classes. Each 
pod will be colour-coded which will help with the lining up process. 

 In senior classes, the pods will be socially distanced and each pod will be expected to 
keep to their own space. 

 Children will keep all their books, copies, etc in book boxes. We plan to provide 
suitable book boxes for the classes. 

 Children will not use schoolbags for the foreseeable future. On the first day, children 
should bring all their purchased books and stationery into school and all necessary 
items will be stored into the book boxes. After the first day the bags can be brought 
home.  

 Pencil cases should be left in school also. It is advisable that children should have 
pencils, colours etc at home also. Please note, children should have hard or plastic 
pencil cases that can be wiped down. Please do not send soft material or fluffy 
pencil cases into school. 

 Children will hang their coats or jackets on the back of their chairs, or if dry, they can 
roll and store them in their book boxes. We will not be using the coat hooks at the 
back of the classrooms. 

 The only item children will need to bring into school with them daily is their lunch 
box. Again, children must use hard plastic lunch boxes only, that can be easily wiped 
down. 

 Please ensure that your child has their lunch each day as there will not be a facility 
for dropping in lunches this year. 

 Lunches must be able to be eaten without assistance. Teachers will not be allowed 
to peel fruit or open yogurts etc for children this year. This is especially important 
for the younger classes. 

 There will be no homework given for the month of September. 
 Children should not bring toys to school. 
 There will not be sports at break time so children do not need hurls, helmets, 

football boots etc. 
 

Sanitization 

 The school is being deep cleaned next week in preparation for reopening. 
 We will have non-touch sanitizing stations at the main entry points. 
 Each class will have hand sanitizer and soap provided for the children and teachers. 
 As part of the morning routine, each class will begin the day with handwashing. All 

children will wash their hands with soap and water. While this will take a little time, 
this will be a very important routine each day. 

 After using the toilet, children will clean their hands in the normal way. 
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 All handwashing takes place in the classroom, not in the toilet areas. This has been 
our practice for a number of years. 

 After coming in from breaktime, children will sanitise their hands. The teachers will 
disperse sanitizer to each child. In the case of hands being dirty, children will be 
asked to wash their hands again before sanitizer is used.  

 Children do not need to bring in their own hand sanitizer, nor should they. 
 Children should not wear medical gloves at any time. This is specified by the 

Department of Education’s guidelines. 
 Children are not required to wear masks or face coverings in Primary schools. 

Teachers will wear visors and/or masks when working close to children. 
 

Communication 

It is vitally important that parents are contactable. If you have changed mobile numbers or 
emails lately please let us know at urlingfordns2020@gmail.com or at 0568831512 any 
morning from August 24th 2020. 

 School visits have to be limited. It will not be possible to drop into the school 
unannounced. Meetings with teachers will be appointment only which can be made 
through the school office. We will have Covid-19 Declaration Forms online which will 
have to be filled before any meeting. 

 All enquiries should be made through the school office only. 
 To ensure teachers can contact the office or each other in case of emergency, they 

will be allowed have their mobile telephones in their classrooms. In this way a 
teacher will not have to leave their class if they need urgent assistance. 

 We have been using the Aladdin School Software package for the past number of 
years and this is being extended this year to include Aladdin Connect which allows 
parents access to the portal. There is an app that can be downloaded onto your 
phone and this will allow you access to information regarding your children and their 
classes. It will be available early in September and has many uses; messaging, 
homework, parent-teacher meeting booking, school payments. You will also be able 
to update details such as contact numbers and emails via this portal. Reasons for 
absences can also be recorded through the system, eliminating the need send in 
Attendance Notes. As soon as it is ready to go we will send you all the details of how 
to download the app and how to log in. Unfortunately, there is a delay in set up at 
the moment due to the number of schools upgrading to Connect. 

 We would strongly advise that as many people as possible will use the Aladdin 
Connect system for paying any fees or subscriptions. The new system will make life 
much easier for parents and teachers and will be simple to use. Any fees or monies 
that have to be sent into the school must be sent to the office only, in an envelope, 
clearly marked with the child’s name and class, and a clear indication of what the 
money is for.  

mailto:urlingfordns2020@gmail.com
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For Parents 

It is very important that pupils do not attend school if they are unwell. Pupils must not be 
sent to school if they have: 

 Any cold- or ‘flu-like symptoms (temperature, runny nose, excessive sneezing, 
cough) 

 Covid-19 symptoms (high temperature, cough, shortness of breath, breathing 
difficulties, loss of smell or taste) Please be aware that if your child has these 
symptoms you should consult your GP in accordance with national policy. 

 They or their family have been asked to self-isolate 
This is an essential part of our successful return to school and all members of our school 
community are expected to adhere to it. 

 

We have a dedicated Isolation Room to deal with any suspected case. Again, it is essential 
that parents or guardians are contactable and available to collect students who are unwell. 

 

If you or your child has been abroad, please adhere to all quarantine regulations for the 
safety of all. 

 

There will be systematic cleaning in place throughout the day. Each room will have contact 
points and tables cleaned and sanitized during lunch breaks. Per DES guidelines, children in 
senior classes may be part of the sanitization process where they can wipe down and 
sanitize their tables as they would do after subjects like art. 

 

The Good News 

Firstly, we would like to wish Ms Betty Teehan well in her retirement this September. She 
leaves a great legacy behind her in Scoil an Chroí Ró-Naofa. We hope that she will have 
many years of happy retirement. 

Mr Pat Doyle has been appointed as the new Deputy Principal in our school. We wish him 
well in his new post and know he will bring great experience and enthusiasm to the role. 

Ms Ciara Dwan is joining the staff as our new assistant teacher. Ms Dwan worked with us in 
Urlingford for six weeks last year and we are delighted that she is able to join us on staff this 
September. Ms Dwan will teach 4th Class. We welcome back Ms Sarah Casey who is returning 
to the school from career break. Ms Casey will teach the 5th/6th Class. 
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Finally, our new walking track has been installed around the school field. Thanks to the 
Parents’ Association who have raised the funds which make the track very cost efficient. 
Thanks to Nicholas Healy and the Urlingford Arms who included the PA in their Split the Pot 
fundraiser. This alone contributed over half the funds for the new track. Thanks to all who 
supported the Split the Pot so well. Thanks to Ken Hughes of Hughes Plant Hire who has 
done a lovely job installing the track. And thanks to Mr Pat Doyle who designed and planned 
the track for us. It will be a great facility for the school in the years to come. 

 

Many thanks for taking the time to read this letter. I appreciate it is long but I hope it 
answers the many questions we all have about the reopening of our school. Looking forward 
to seeing everyone on September 1st. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dermot Dunphy, 

Principal 

 


